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The U.S. House of Representatives on Tuesday passed an amendment to the agricultural 
appropriations bill that prohibits funding for human and animal vaccines grown in genetically 
engineered plants. Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), who introduced the amendment, said he is 
concerned “we could really contaminate a lot of our food supply with unknown doses of vaccines 
that would deliver unknown dosages.” 


By Michael Nevradakis, Ph.D. 
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The U.S. House of Representatives on Tuesday passed an amendment that would prohibit 


funding for transgenic edible vaccines — vaccines grown in genetically engineered plants for 
consumption by humans or animals. 


The amendment, introduced by Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) to the agricultural appropriations 
bill H.R. 4368, would bar the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) from funding the vaccines for fiscal year 2024. 


A vote on the full bill in the House is still pending as of this writing. 


In an interview with The Defender, Massie said he introduced the amendment after learning 
about a recent project in California, funded by a $500,000 grant from the National Science 
Foundation, that involves growing lettuce and trying to get the lettuce to produce MRNA 
vaccines that are intended to be consumed by humans who eat the lettuces. 


Massie said he is concerned “that plants cross-pollinate and pollen from these modified plants, 
food-producing plants, could carry in the wind to other fields and contaminate them. And we 
could really contaminate a lot of our food supply with unknown doses of vaccines that would 
deliver unknown dosages.” 


“Plants release pollen and it can go anywhere with the wind or with insects, and | just think it’s a 
bad idea,” he added. 
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Update on Food Freedom legislation from last night: 
™ Protecting HerdShares: passed by voice 


™ Prohibiting funds for transgenic edible plant vaccines: 
passed by voice 


1? Stopoina the electronic cattle taa mandate: vote todav! 
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